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matter touching the Government of New South Wales. When
they had concluded the business Bonar Law requested Redmond
to remain and to talk with him over the political situation.
" He [Mr. Bonar Law] said," Redmond noted at the time,
" he was convinced that the present political situation could
not continue, that the Government might be beaten at any
moment in the House of Commons, and he was quite certain
that, if there was anyone to lead an Opposition, they would be
driven from office in a very short time.
" He said that if Sir Edward Carson had the health and desire
to take up such a position, he was quite sure he could drive the
Government from office in no time."1
There was another Minister, with a keener eye than Bonar
Law's, who was watching Carson at that time. One day when
Ronald McNeill happened to be passing behind the Speaker's
Chair, he was aware of Mr. Lloyd George, who proceeded to
pace backwards and forwards in front of him, " They are
countermanding my orders for munitions," he kept on saying,
" They are countermanding my orders for munitions." And
then, turning to McNeill, he said that he would be greatly
obliged if he could arrange a meeting between Carson and
himself when Carson returned to Town.
It was no doubt to this interview that Ronald McNeil! referred
in the last part of this letter of the 22nd March:
" Lloyd George sent to me to-day to ask anxiously when you
would be back. It may be significant of the way his mind is
turning that he told me to tell you he thinks it very urgent
that the question of settling the electoral register should be
considered, and some common line of action concerted. He will
want to see you as soon as you come back,
" I will come down on Saturday by the 10.50 and hope to
find you full of buck and quite fit to come up on Monday."
Saturday was the 25th and Lady Carson had an entry in her
Diary:
" Windy but very sunny. ... Mr* McNeill came down to
luncheon. . . . The Unionist War Committee is at sixes and
sevens because Edward is not there. Lord Miiner and Mr.
Geoffrey Robinson came over to tea. They all made plans that
i Dems Gwymi, The Ufe of John Redmond, p, 466*